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5 At a Meeting of the Society for the 


Propagation of the Goſpel 
in Foreign Parts. 


Ander d. That che Thanks 


of the Society be given 
to the Reverend Dr. Wadding- 


ton, for his Sermon preached 
before the Society this Day; 


and that he be deſired to 


Print the lame. 


o 


David Humphreys, Secretary. 
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LUKE XXII. Ver#32. 
The latter Part of the Vere. 


And | when | thou art Converted, 
fer engthen | thy | Brethren. 


HES E Words were ſpolen 
by our Bleſſed Saviour to 
EN St. Peter immediately after 
TY he had given him and the 
SR reſt of the Apoſtles Warn- 
ing. of the great Danger they were all 
in at this Time from their ſpiritual 
Enemy the Devil. And were directed 
to him more particularly, not (as ſome 
would perſwade us) on account of any 
Supremacy he had over his Brechren, 
3 Ee, 
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bur becauſe of the much greater Danger 

be was in than any of the reſt, of doing 

a very wicked and ungrateful thing to 

his Lord and Maſter; no leſs than the 

denying him openly to be ſo; or that 

he had ever been with him, or knew 

any thing of him: For thus the fol- 

lowing part of St. Peter's Hiſtory in this 

Chapter explains what our Bleſſed Sa- 

viour here meant, (with a particular 

Regard. to him) in thoſe remarkable 

Words immediately before the Text; 

ver. 31, Simon, Simon, Satan hath. red to kane 

32. you, (it is in the Original Jaws, all of 

you) that he may ſift you as Wheat : But 

J have prayed for you, (you Peter in 

particular, becauſe yours is the moſt 

excraordinary Caſe) that Four. Faith 
W 

Upon which pellige 1 ſhall only 

farther obſerve at preſence, that what we 

here tranſlate deſired, is a much ſtronger 

Expreſſion in the Original, and implies 

dunn ther a Demand of Juſtice than a 

Requeſt of Favour; and ſo it has all 

along been interpreted by Chriſtian 

Writers: 
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Writers: But yet in neither Senſe are = 
we to: ſuppoſe, that any ſuch Thing prizn,gc. 
was actually done by Satan to our 
bleſſed Saviour; but this is only a figu- 
rative Way of Speech, to ſignifie the 
Reſtraint. that Evil Spirit is always 
under, from the Power and Goodneſs 
of God, who will not ſuffer him at all 
Times to do that Miſchief in the World, 
he 1s ever ready and inclined to do; 
or to repreſent in General, his Eagerneſs 
of Spirit, and the pleature the great 
Tempter of Mankind takes, in delu- 
ding unguarded Souls, and leading: 
them captive at his Will; and co in- 
timate to us in particular, "thac the pre- 
vailing by his Craft and ſubtle Inſt- 
nuations over ſuch eminent Perſons as: 
our Saviour's Apoſtles, and St. Peter in. 
particular, would be a Matter of ex- 
ceeding Joy and Triumph to him z. 
wh; as he probably enough knew, or 
leaſt feared, that our Nr 
Can into the World was intended 
to drive him out of it; that the King- 
dom of the Meſſiah was to be erected. 


on: 
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on the Ruines of the Kingdom of the 
= Prince of the Air; and as the one in- 
| creaſed, the other was to decreaſe; ſo 
he was now uſing all his Stratagems 
and cunning Devices, to defeat this glo- 
rious Deſign for the Good of Man- 
kind, and to preſerve ſtill his own 
uſurped Empire in the World, over 
the Souls and Bodies of Men. And 
as it is more than probable, that he 
had this Project in his View when he 
tempted our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf 
to fin againſt God, by diſtruſting his 
Care and Providence over him, and 
by falling down and worſhipping him; 
fo he continued ſtill, notwichſtanding 
his Defeat there, to make the ſame | 
Efforts upon his more immediate Diſci- 
ples, eſpecially upon one of his moſt 
zealous Apoſtles, as having yet Hopes 
that he might thereby put a Check at 
leaſt, to this growing Empire of the 
Meſſiah, which threatned ſuch total Ruin 
and Deſtruction to his own; and there- 
fore he watched an Opportunity (when 
this great Apoſtle was moſt likely to 
G2 be 
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be off his Guard, and upon many "ag 
counts leaſt able to refit) to tempt 


him to the Commiſſion of a Sin, 


which, if not ſpeedily repented of and 
forgiven, would have rendred bim at 


leaſt unable to go on with the great 


Work of Publiſhing and Propagating 


the Goſpel of Chriſt, that Power of God Rom. i. 


unte Salvation: And his unhappy Denial 


of his Maſter (if finally perſiſted in) 
might, in the Event, have been a fatal 
Diſcouragement to any other Perſons 

to undertake the ſame Buſineſs. All 


which Miſchief our Bleſſed Saviour 


his infinite Knowledge foreſceing, did, g 
by an exceeding A& of Goodnels and 


Widow, kindly interpoſe and prevent. 


And tho' Satan had chus defired, or. 


demanded of our Saviout, to have St. 


Wheat in a Sieve, 
wicked Temptation; 
let kim have ſuch full Power over him, 


- — — 


Peter in particular left to him, that he 
might ſift him as Wheat; and tho he 
permitted him to vex and toſs him like 
by a ſtrong and 
yet he would not 


as $ [that he. ſhould execute his Deſign 


16, 


upon | 
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upon him to the uttermoſt ; but, as 
he tells our Apoſtle in the next Verſe, 
be prayed to his Father that his Faith might 
not fail, that is, that it might not utterh 
fail, ſo as that he ſhould fall without 
ever riſing again. For, let the Writers 
of the Church of Rome ſay what they 


will againſt it, in Favour of their Pope's 


Ignfallibility, as the unerring Succeſſor 


of St. Peter, the Event plainly ſhewed, 
that his Faith did ſo far fail at this 
Time, as that it gave Way to his Fear, 
till he had actually denied his Maſter 
in the moſt poſitive and ſolemn Man- 

ner. But as he immediately repented 
of what he had done, (which Repen- 
tance was, no doubt, the gracious Effect 
ol our Saviour's Prayers for him) fo 
his Faith quickly broke forth again, 
like the Light of the Sun iſſuing out 
with greater Splendour from under a 
dark Cloud; and was ever after ſo 
eminently ſtrong and ſteddy, that it 
carried him through much greater Trials 

and Difficulties than this was, and ever 
made him more than Conquerour over 


all 


on 
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all the Temptations of Satan, and the 
Powers of Darkneſs. 1 
But as all this was owing to the free | 
Goodneſs and tendereſt Compaſſion of 
his | bleſled Maſter, ſo our Saviour 
thought it neceſſary, even now, as well 9 
as after his Reſurrection upon another Jol. * | 
Occaſion, to let him know what Uſe he 
ought to make of ſo much Kindneſs 
ſhewed to himſelf, in his future Beha- 
viour towards his Brethren, and the reſt 
of Mankind: And therefore, after he 
had told him of his Danger, and hinted | 
plainly enough to him his Fall, and what 
would nevertheleſs be the happy Iflue 

of both at laſt, he immediately ſubjoins 
the Words of the Text, as a very natu- 
ral Inference from the whole; And when 
thou art converted, ſtrengthen thy Brethren. 
(a) [ And here again the molt zealous 
Advocates for the Papal Tyranny are 
hard at Work, tho differently affected 
ad... = with 
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(:) This Paragraph was omitted in Speaking, bur is 
thought fir to be printed, for rhe fuller Explication ot the 
Text, and Manifeſtation of che Arts uſed by che Writers 
of the Church of Rome, to peryert Scripture to cheir own 
Purpoſes. =. 98 
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with two Words in this remarkable 
Paſſage. For, Firſt, (b) they are very 
uneaſie at hs Word converted, and la- 
bour much to make it a meer Hebra- 
iſm; as if our Saviour had only ſaid, 
do thou hereafter in, like Manner, or in 
thy Turn, ftrengthen thy Brethren. And 
this they do very probably, becauſe 
they would not have it thought that 
St. Peter (and we well know for whoſe: 
Sake they are fo ready to clear him) 
flood in Need of any proper Conver- 
ſion. And ſome others, particularly 
Grotius (e), have, I think, gone too far 
in favouring this interpretation on Cri- 
ticiſms that will not bear a ſtrict Exa- 
mination. But then, Secondly, they are 
even tranſported with Joy at the Word! 
ſtrengthen, as if it neceſſarily implied 
Supremacy, Dominion, and Infallibility 
in the Biſhop of Rome, as the alone Suc- 
ceſſor of St, Peter, and the undoubted 


Fate 


— 
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(b) See 8 8 Gain: TREE. | 

(e) See Grotius on the Place; and ſome of the Bivives Lt 
Poloni go this way; as NMolʒogenius and Breniur. See this. 
Interpretation examined and confuted in ee Harm. 
Evang. pag. 867. 
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Poſſclſor of Ris rare fnery Gifes, N 
as if no one could ſtrengthen his Bre- 
thren but an uncontroulable and infal- 
lible Teacher. Whereas] the plain 
and only Meaning of the Words is this: 
When thou art converted, that is, when 
: thou haſt ſeen thy Faule in Denying me, 
haſt repented of it; and haſt eſcaped 
the Snares that were "had for thee by 
the great Enemy of Mankind, chrough 
my Goodneſs to thee, cotfiter whit 4 
Bleſſing chow haſt wei ves thy felf, and 
be ever ready and diligent to ſhew the 
ſame Kindneſs to thy Brethren, the reſt 
of the Ap oftles, or to others, as there 
1s Occilion ca I have ſhewed to thee: 
Confirm the Weak, eſtabliſh the Waver- 
ing, receive the penitent; and give me 
this farther Proof of the Sincerity of 
thine own Converſion, by doing to 
others as I have done unto thee. Go and 
do thow- likewiſe. This then being the 
true and full Meaning of the Words, 
as they relate more immediately to St. 
Peter, I ſhall purſue them no farther in 
| that View; but take Occaſion from his 
B 2 par- 
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particular Caſe, and our Bleſſed Saviour's 
well. grounded Advice upon it, to ad- 
vance this more general propoſit Ition, 
Viz. That it is the Duty of all thoſe, 
| who have received ſuch Bleſſings, of 
what kind ſoever, from the Hands of 
God, as they find themſelves exceeding 
happy in the Enjoyment of, and which 
they are ſenſible their Brethren ſtill want, 
and can never be truly happy withour, 
to do all they can to make them alſo 
Partakers of the ſame: This is what 
I ſhall endeavour, N 


Fiſt, To wks out to you u by pro- 
per Arguments. And then, 
Secondly, Apply the General Propoſi- 


tion to the particular Buſineſs now be- 
fore us. 


And, Firſt, as to the General Pro- 
poſition its ſelf, it is plainly grounded 
upon theſe Principles, which I ſhall 
make ule of as fo many Arguments to 
evince the Truth and Reaſonableneſs 


of it. 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, That common Humanity o- 
bliges us to do all the Good we poſſiblß 
can to our Brethten by Nature, (d) to 
thoſe who are made aſter the ſame Image 
of God with our ſelves; who have the 
ſame original Perfections, and Imper- 
fections too; and whoſe Wants we can- 
not but kent; and even feel in ſome 
Meaſure, by a Conſciouſneſs of - the 
ſame in our ſelves, and a Senſe of Un- 
4b neſs under them, till we have hap- 
pily found a Relief and Supply for 
them. The univerſal Likeneſs of all 
Men to one another in the Eſſentials of 
a common Nature, ſpeaks loudly for a 
ſympathizing Regard to the moſt di- 
ſtant Partakers of it, when it is in our 
Power to ſhew-it. This makes every 
Man a Citizen of the World, and no- 
ot one particular Place only; - and it 
founds a. near and cloſe Relation be- 
rween- thoſe Inviabirants of the Earth I 


(4) Quæ eſt igicur me ior in pomünutm genere natura, 
quam eorum qui ſe natos ad bomines juvandos, tutandos, 
conlervandos, arbitran: ur f Tul:i Tuſcul. Queſt, Lib. 1. 


Cape 14. 
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Col. iii. 


1 are t head? — one Aocker. 
In this reſpect alſo there is neither Few 

nor Gentile, Barbarian, Scythian, Bond nor 
Free, but every Man is a Brother, and 


ſhould be a Friend to every Man, as 
they are all derived from the ſaci! 
common Parent, and partake of the: 
fame common Nature. Upon this Ac- 
count therefore it is hi hly- juſt and 
reaſonable that we ſhould with well to 
all Mankind, and do them all the Good 
ve poſſibly can. That we ſfiould con- 


clude, whatever we find a real Bleſſing 


to our ſelves, will be fo to them too 


when they have! it; and that we cannot, 


withour being void of natural Aﬀection, — 


withhold: it from them when it is in 
our Power to confer it. Nay, it is 
even in ſome Meaſure ſtarving our own 
Bowels when we do ſo, and puniſſiing 


_ our ſelves in others, and diſowning with 


intolerable Pride and ill Nature the 


common Relation of Humanity be- 


tween our ſelves and the reſt of Man- 


Lind. 


1 8 econd ly,. 
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| Secondly, The Obligation to act W 
the general Propoſſtion requires, with 


reſpeck to the Communicating te others 
a Shate in choſe BleJMps we enjoy our 
ſelves, atiſes from hefice' alſo, that they 
are, for the moſt part at leaſt, given 
to us by cke Author of all Bleſfings, 

with "this View, that we ſhould be 48 
willing: to conker them upon others, 48 
we äte to enjoy them oür ſelves; aft 


(as our bl 15 Saviour erptelſed ie to 


his Apoftles, with _* to the Goſpel 


have received: And chi Eon deratioft 
makes it matter of Daty and Obedience 
to God, as well as conmôn Hummmity, to 
let others partake of the 'Bleſſitigs We 
enjoy our ſelves. (e) As it 18 the Nas 
ture of moſt of the Bleſſings God be- 


ſtows upon us, that they are communi- 
cable to other; ſeo has he all along 


declared it to be his Will and Plæaſure, 


chat we! ' ould: conantitalcare thoſe that 


, | 1 
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_ uni gratis, alium confilio, alium præceptis falubribus ad- 


juva, Seneca de Beneficiis, Lib. 1, Cap. 2, 


- 


* 
. 
1 
- — a> r * 


in_ particu lar) to give as free) as Myr z. 
8. 
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are 18. that we ſhould not think it 
2 8 to enjoy them our ſelves, tho 


with never ſo much innocent Freedom, 


Gratitude, and Thankfulneſs; but ſhould 


delight in Spreading the Divine Bounty 
as far as ever we can, Refreſhing che 
Souls and Bodies of. other Men out of 
the ſame Fountain that we water our 
own, and filling their Hearts too with 
Toy and Gladneſs when our own. Corn, or 
Vine, or Oil increaſes upon us. Nay, chis 
is one eſſential part of that Gratitude 


we owe to God for any of his Bleſſings, 


ſelves, to glorifie our 


which does not conſiſt either in a bare 


not abuſing them, or in the Praiſes of 


the Lips only, or in an inward Senſe of 
our own particular Happineſs in the 


Enjoyment of them; but in a Readineſs 
to diſtribute, in a 'Gladneſs to commu» 
nicate, in a Zeal to make the beneficial 
Light of them ſo ſtrongly. to ſpine upon 
and warm others, that they: alſo feeling che 
comfortable Virtue. and cnlivening Hear 
of them, may be moved, as well as our 
Father which is in 


enen 77 


This Return then of Ag 
D ee and 


Heaven. 


ee 


and Praiſe God expects at our Hands when 
he beſtows any 91 thoſe Bleſſings upon us 
which are in themſelves communicable 
to others. And therefore in Obedience to 
him, as well as out of Compaſſion to 
our Brethren by Nature, we ſhould 
never grudge them a Share in the 
| Bleſſings we enjoy our ſelves, and the 
Want of which Bleſſings muſt needs be 
an Affliction and a. Loſs to them. 
But, 

Thirdy, There is 236d of Obliga- 
tion upon us all to act thus, from the 
Pleaſure, of the Action its ſelf, as well as 
from the Ties of common Humanity, 
and our Duty to God. If in other Caſes 
we are often tempted to enter upon 
Action by the Pleaſure that naturally 
attends it, or at leaſt that the Mind 
propoſes to its ſelf, or expects from it; 
(and it is not always wrong to be 
moved by this Principle) there is ſome- 
thing ſo: highly delightful in communi- 
cating Good to others, that few, who 
are qualified for it, would want this 
Addition to all beit other ere 


— 
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if they were but once perſwaded that this 
i the Caſe; that there teally is ſuch an 
inexpreffible Pleaſure, fuch a Spring of 
Toy and Contentation riſing in the Soul, the 
Spirits overflowing ſo pleaſingh, and the 
Heart ſwelling with ſuch ſweet Gaiety and 
Pride (as (/) one finely, and yer ſtill im- 
perfectly, expreſles the delightful Paſſion) 
in doing good. But how ſhall we 
ſatisfie them of this? Experience is cer- 
| tainly the beſt Conviction; and they 
1 who will exerciſe themſelves in doing 
good, will quickly find how joyful and 
pleaſant a Thing it is. But in the mean 
while, the Authority of great, and eſpe- 
cially good Men, who probably ſpeak. 
only what they have often felt them- 
ſelves, ought to have ſome Weight with 
us in a Caſe of this Nature. And what 
then will a Chriſtian ſay, when he hears 
his Saviour himſelf pronouncing that 
Acts xx. it is more bleſſed to give than to receive; 
and St. Paul uſing this very Maxim to 
by Wer 


— 
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the Elders wr the Church of 1 2 to 
encourage them to ſupport the weak, ? 
Nay, what will any Man ſay, whether 
Chriſtian or not, when he hears one 
Heathen aſſerting, (as even Epicurus (g) 
did) that it is not only more excellent, but 
more pleaſant, to do Acts of Kindneſs, than 
to receive them; for nothing is ſo fruitful 
of Joy as doing good: And (b) another 
telling us, that a good Office is an Action that 
gives Foy, and 1 it by giving it: Theſe 
are Teſtimonies of thoſe, who could 
hardly ſay theſe Things but upon a 
ſenſi ble Experience of the ineffable Plea» 
ſure of doing good. And the Argument 
is ſo ſuited to the general Temper of 
Mankind in purſuing Pleaſure, that it is 
truly Matter of Wonder, how this Gra- 
tification of our ſelves, this Epicuriſm, 
if I may ſo call it, in one of the high- 
eſt 1 of Pleaſure and Delight, 
ſhould be ſo much neglected, when it 
may be ieh without denying our 
© Rp ſelves 
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elner in any other Satisfaction that can 
be chought lawful and innocent. It is 
indeed a purely ſpiritual and mental 
Pleaſure; it has nothing to do with the 
Body, or the animal Life of Man; it 
is like the Pleaſure which God himſelf 
takes, when, as he ſpeaks by the Mouth 
Jer. ix. 24 of his Prophet, in theſe Thing I delight, 
faith the Lord; but then it muſt for 
theſe Reaſons be agrecable to thole, 
whoſe Buſineſs it is to live above the 
Body and the World; who are invited 
to taſt of Pleaſures that this World can- 
not give, any more than it can take 
away; for even where it is not in our 
Power to do, there is yet a ſecret and 
uncommon Pleaſure in wiſhing well, 
and a ſure Acceptance with God of the 
Heart for the Hand. For, 9 
Fourthly and laſtly, There is an Obli- 
gation of Intereſt, as well as of Huma- 
nity, Duty to God, and Pleaſure to our 
ſelves in the Action, to determine us 
to communicate to others the Bleſſings 
we enjoy our ſelves, when we know 
their Wants of them, and their Want 


of 
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of true Happineſs without them. For 
to be thus willing to communicate, is 
the moſt ready way to ſecure to our 
ſelves a laſting Paſſeſſion of what we 
enjoy. It is like Building a Wall of 
Defence about our own Bleſſings; it is 
Laying up our Treaſure in a ſecure 
| Place, and Purchaſing a never-failing 
: Title to it. For, probably enough, 
b thoſe to whom we communicate a Share 
of what we enjoy, will not be fo un- 
: grateful as to grudge us what we ſtill 
| retain, but in Juſtice to our ſelves, and 
: for our own Ule; they will rather be 
inclined to joyn with us in Defence of 
the common Bleſſings, and with one 
Heart and one Hand to oppoſe their 
and our Enemies. And this is a natural 
Conſequence of doing good to others, 
and ſeldom fails to be our Reward at 
preſent, but where Men are ſunk into 
the loweſt Degeneracy of Principles and 
Mangerso! 2d hit ninignd ads tos; 
But at the ſame Time we have a 
oreater Security in Almighty God him- 
ielf than in Man, for the Good we do: 
Rs 
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Since he has promiſed that this ſhall be 
the Reward of thoſe who do not only 
thankfully receive his Bleſſings, but 
chearfully communicate them to others, 
that they ſhall never want his Favour 
and Protection; that if they ſow plenti- 
fully, they ſhall reap plentifully; that 
what they give to their Brethren, he 
will look upon as leut to himſelf, and 
that he will take Care to repay it them 
again; ſometimes (nay, generally ſpeak- 
ing) even here in this World, but aſſu- 
redly hereafter, in full Meaſure, preſſed 
down, and running over, will he give 
into their Boſoms, who having received 
his Bleſſings, whether ſpiritual or tem- 
poral here, have, out of a due Senſe of 
their own Happineſs in them, and a com- 
paſſionate Feeling of their Brethrens 
Want of them, done all that was in 
their Power to make them alſo Partakers 
of the ſame. A 
And thus having laid before you the 
Grounds on which the General Propoſi- 
tion I raiſed from the Text is founded, I 
ſhall go on as I promiſed in the | 
1 1 Second 
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Second Place, to apply it to the Bu- 
ſineſs now before us; which is the Pro- 
pagation of the Glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed , Tim. i 
God (as St. Paul, the Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, very emphatically calls it) amongſt 
our Brethren in the American Parts of 
the World; beginning with our own 
Countreymen, and going on from them 
to the meer Heathens, whether Natives 
or Slaves, the juſt Objects of our Pity 
and Compaſſion, becauſe involuntarily 
ignorant of that Goſpel, by which alone 
they can properly be ſaved. The inva- 
luable Light and Privileges whereof we, 
through the exceeding Bounty of God 
to us, ſo early received, and through 
his amazing Patience and Forbearance 
have ſo long enjoyed, and ftill do 
enjoy, though ſo undeſerving of it, 
in great Purity and Perfection. That this 
is a Bleſſing which it is in our Power to 
communicate to others, is evident from 
the Original Scheme of the Great Au- 
thor of our holy Religion, which was 
to have his Goſpel publiſhed to the 
whole World by the Miniſtry of Men; 


186 
5 ; 
7 


* 


i EE > 


A Fer ermon a before the $ ociety 


| rſt of hisown more immediate Apoſtles, 
and afterwards of their Succeſſors in the 


Chriſtian Church. So that we have no 
Reaſon to think it ſufficient for us to 
believe and obey the Goſpel our ſelves, 
without being obliged, as far as it is in 
our Power, to communicate it to others. 
For as it is e capable of being 


ſo communicated, it was no ſooner 


conferred on one — of the World, 


than it laid an Obligation on thoſe who 


rejoyced in the Light of it, to publiſh 


and ſpread it wherever they came; as 


our Bleſſed Saviour's Apoſtles and "firſt 


Diſciples did, and ſincere Chriſtians in 


all Ages have thought it their Duty to 


do, whenever they have had an Oppor- 
tunity of doing it. 

For the better effecting this good 
Work, the Apoſtles and others were 


indeed at the Beginning (as it was abſo- 


e at firſt under the Influence and 


lutely neceſſary) endued with extraor- 


dinary Gifts and Powers by the Holy 


Ghoſt. And very probably our Forefathers 
in thele Weſtern Iſlands received the 
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Direction of an excraordinary Power 
from Above. For tho we cannot, I 
believe, fairly lay Claim to the im- 
mediate Inſtruction of a St. Peter, or 
St. Paul (g), or even of Joſeph e 
mathea, (as ſome Eccleſiaſtical Writers 
tell us we may) yet it is certain, that 
by our Communication with the onen 
Empire, we had very early Notices 
given us of the Saviour of the World; 
and do not owe our Chriſtianity to che 
See of Rome, (much leſs to Auguſtine 
the Monk, or thoſe who ſent him 
hither in the Sixth Century) as ſome 
(for Reaſons well known) would per- 
ſwade us we do. 

Whether the American World {for 
which we are now more immediately 
concerned) had theſe glad Tydings 
brought to them in thoſe Days, either 
by the Apoſtles themſelves, or any of 
their immediate Succeſſors, is a Matter 
about which we have no certain Guide 
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00 However, 1 What Biſhop Sti ling fer ſays in his O/ . 
eines Britannice of the Probability of St. Paul ehre 
the Goſpel in Britain. 2 JETT 
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Mar xx" Jef to direct us, how to judge. Some 


Mart. Paſſages in Seripture ſpeak of the Preach- 
18,9. ing of the Golpel, even in the Apoſtles 
dere . Time, in ſuch large and comprehen- 
Adds i. 8. ſive Terms, as hardly leave room for 
Ce doubting whether they are to be in- 
Rom. x. cluded or no : Bur then, on the other 
2 Hand, there are ſo many Difficulties 
attending the Belief of their having 
then been made ſo happy, and theſe 
Expreſſions may ſo reaſonably be ac- 
counted for ſome other Way, ( as they 
| have been by thoſe who have entered 
J deeper into this Argument than I in- 
| tend to do) (b) that, upon the whole, 
=_ it ſeems much more probable, that tho' 
| the Goſpel, and all the Benefits of it, 
were originally deſigned for them, as 
well as the other Parts of the World, 
yet the Time of Communicating it to 
them was not then compleatly come. 
But that the bringing them alſo into 
the Fold of Chriſt was to be the Work 
and the ny of future Ages, and a 


1 _ Proof 


® Vide una Witki Mikcell be, vol. 2. 
Pag. 400, Ge. 


Fr — of the Goſpel, c. EI 


Proof of the Gratitude and Compaſſion 
of thoſe Nations, who. had the Hap- 
pineſs of a more early Acquaintance 
with the Goſpel of Chriſt, and an Obli- 
gation | hereby laid upon them, to 
make other Nations, in due Time, as 
well acquainted with, and as happy in 
it, as themſelves, 

As therefore our Civil Acquaintance, 
by Trade and Commerce, with the 
9 World, became more intimate 


and extenſive, Providence ſeemed there- 


by to call upon us with a very loujd 
and audible Voice, to begin a Spiritual 
Friendſhip and Commerce with them 
too ; and to do all we could to make 
them Sharers with our ſelves in the 
Means of Grace here, in order to their 
being ſo in the Enjoypdent of Glory 
hereafter. 
It muſt not upon this Occaſion be 
concealed, becauſe probably it may 
help to tir up in us a more hearty 
Affection to the good Work before us, 
that the Church if Rome, as corrupt and 
anne as it is in other Particulars, 
py D 2 has 
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a expreſſed a commendable "TW 


2 this Point, by thoſe many MiſGbnaries 


the has fer Time to Time ſent Abroad 
and employed in Converting the Hea- 
then World to the Croſs of Chriſt; 
and that before ever there. appeared the 
leaſt Iaclination that Way in any of 
the Reformed Churches. But cho ſhe 


was certainly right in the Deſign, and 


may very juſtly reproach thole, who 
too long neglected imitating her Ex- 


ample in general, yet it is much to be 
doubted, whether Chriſtianity has really 
gained any conſiderable Ground in the 


World by all her Endeavours to ſpread 


and propagate it. And that becauſe: it is 


not in her Power, thro the many Errors 


ſhe is guilty of both in Doctrine and 
Practice, to ſet it in a true Light before 
the Eyes of thoſe whom ſhe deſigns to 
make Proſelytes to it; any more than it 


18 agreeable to amd den Senſe and Rea» 
ſon, that the Barbarities ſhe has ſome- 


times uſed in making "Converts to it, 


ſhould be a likely Method of. convincing 


the c Uniciftanding, engaging the Aﬀe- 


ctions,, 


for Propagation 7 the Goſpel, &c. 2 9 


ctions, or conquering the Prejudices of 
the poor Indians; who, under a very 
great Degeneracy of humane Nature, 
have yet ſo much of Primitive Realon 
and Judgment left, as to deſpiſe in their 
Hearts, what they are ſometimes forced, 
by Extremity of Torture, to confeſs with 
their Mouths. But if iche lurch of 
Rome has ſo much Zeal, and is ſome- 
times at ſuch vaſt Expences for propa- 
gating. a corrupt, and in many Particu- 
lars, a ridiculous Scheme of Chriſtianity; 
how ſhall we be able to excuſe our 
ſelves, - who. think, and not without 
Realon, that we enjoy it in its Purity 
and perfection, both of Doctrine and 
Manners, if we ſhew no Zeal, no gene- 
rous Inclination. to communicate the 
Light of it where it is ſtill wanting: 
if we ſuffer ſo great a Part of Mankind 
ſtill to ſit in Darkneſs, and under the Sha- 
dom o Death, when it is ſo much in our 
Power to enlighten, their Minds, and 
lead their Feet into the Ways of Peace. 
No ved therefore undoubtedly by Re- 
flections of this Kind, .haye our Supreme: 
G- 
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Governours now for three Succeſſions, 

1 encouraged by Charter, and other Ways, 

b that good Spirit which began ſome Years 
ago to ſhew it {elf in this Nation, for 
propagating the Goſpel of Chriſt among 
the poor Indians in America, For good 
Princes ever did, and ever will think 
it their Duty, to promote Godlineſs as 
well as Honeſty, Religion and Piety as 
well as Peace and Happineſs, and that 
not only at Home, but as far as ever 
their Influence can fairly reach, Abroad 
too. And as we may well hope, that 
they who are now in another World, 
are receiving the Reward of ſo great 
2 Service done to their Bleſſed Re- 
deemer, as well as to their Brethren 

by Nature; ſo have we abundant Rea- 
ſon to promiſe our ſelves, that what- 
ever Aſſiſtance can be given from the 

Throne will be given (as ſome has 
been already) by him, who now ſo 
juſtly poſſeſſes it, and adorns it too. 

One very material Thing indeed is 
ſtill wanting, and which can only come 
from the Throne, and that is, the Set- 
Do tling 
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tling Spiritual Governours of che higheſt 
Order in thoſe Countries where the 
Goſpel is to be propagated , and which 
is a thing of ſo great Importance, up- 
on many Accounts, that I will beg 
leave to fay, it can hardly be neglected 
any longer, without infinite Prejudice 
to the whole Deſign. And therefore 
it is to be hoped, that they who have 
the Honour of Standing continually in 
the Preſence of ſo great a King, and 
ſo ready to grant Favours almoſt be- 
fore they are asked, will lay this Mat- 
ter ſo ſeriouſly to their own Hearts, that 
bis may be effectually moved to give 
a quick Diſpatch to ſuch a neceſſary 
Work as this is. 
But as an Undertaking of this Nature 
cannot be long carried on, at leaſt in the 
ordinary Methods of Proceeding, without 
a continued Fund of charitable Contribu- 


x 


tions, and a perſevering Zeal in thoſe who 
are truly Friends to it, there is ſtill eve- 


ry Day more and more Occaſion for all 
the Help that can be given it; for our 
following, cheerfully che good Example 


our 
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our Superiours hive ſet us; and ibonnd- 


ing in the Riches of our Liberality to- 


wards it; and in our Zeal for ſtill 


going on, whatever Oppoſition or Diſ- 
couragement we may meet with. Ma- 
ny, no doubt, are and will be the 
Enemies of a W ork of this Nature; ſome 
by Miſtaking the true Deſign of i it, as 
if not Chriſtianity its ſelf, bur the Faith 
and Practice of one Community only 


of Chriſtians was to be propagated 3 
mong the Heathens. Now if that Faith 


and Practice be what is required and 


allowed of by the Goſpel, I cannot ſee 
where the Fault would be, if this were 
intended, in a ſincere Subordihation' to 


the more general Deſign of Propagating 
the Goſpel its ſelf. But as no ſuch par- 
ticular Deſi ign is mentioned in our 
Charter, which is given us for the Pro- 


pagation of the Goſpel in General in Foreign 


Parts, this is the End we ought princi- 


pally to propoſe to our ſelves, and is, I 


hope, lincerely purſued by all who are 


concerned in this great Truſt, for the 


Good of Mankind, Some again there 


are, 
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are, who oppole this good Work, Ne 
fear of loſing their Slaves, and che Autho- 
rity they have aſſumed over them, upon 
their being made Chriſtians, A Fear 
4 unreaſonable, if by Slaves they only 
mean ſuch Servants as one Chriſtian 
| ought to make of another, as it is bar- 
barous it they mean any thing more. 
Others, it is to be teared, do all they 
can to diſcountenance a Work of this 
Nature, in Contempt and Hatred of 
that Religion its ſelf which is to be 
propagated by this Society. They ate . 
Enemies, as the Apoſtle calls them, to 
the Croſs of Chriſt. ; they firſt. reject the 
| Counſel of God. againſt their own Souls, and 
then ſpare no Pains to hinder others 
from Entering into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven: Nay, even Satan himſelf, alarmed 
as it were at his Danger, and. the ap- 
proaching Loſs of ſo many Millions 
of Subjects, if our Endeavours ſhould 
ſucceed, has very probably of late de- 
| fired to have. us, that he mig bt ift us as 
Wheat! that our, Faith might fail, our 
ou gon cog, « our «a lagguifh +! 
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in this Proſecution of this Work. 
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that we have many Enemies to ond 
with and overcome. But if we are not 
wanting to our ſelves, we need not fall, 


nor even be diſcouraged, tho in ſuch a 
Day of Trial as this is. He whoſe 
Cauſe we are pleading in theſe Labours 
of Love for our Brethren, will ſtand 


by us and ſupport us, and pray for us 


unto his Heavenly Father, that our Faith 
fail not; He will till enable us to go on 
cheerfully in this good Work of Con- 
firming ſome, and Converting others 
of our Brethren, and make us the hap. 


Inflnacacy of adding daily to the 


Church ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. 


And who can tell whether, as dark 


and melancholy as the preſent Face of 


Things may be, yer that Day, that 
glorious Day may not even now be 


Gal. iy. . drawing on, when the Fulneßß of the 


Gentiles is to come in; when the whole 


lla ai 5. Barth ſhall be filled with the Knowledge of 


the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. | 
When, in the Words of the Prophet 


ali N Malachi, Jew the niſms up of the Son, 
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unto the going down of the ſame, God's 
Name ſhall be great among the Gentiles, 


and m every Place Incenſe ſhall be offered 
ento it, and a pure Offering : That good 
Spiric which has of late appeared in this, 
and other Countries, for Enlarging the 


Borders of the Chriſtian Church, ſeems 
to be a Forerunner of ſuch a ſpiritual 


Revolution in the World, when all the 
Kingdoms of it ſhall become the King- 
doms of our Saviour Chriſt z and all they, ri 
Kindreds of the Nations ſhall worſhip be- 27. 
fore him. But whether the Time be 
ſo near or no; how ſhould every ſin- 
cere Chriſtian long for it? How ready 


and glad ſhould we find him, to be in 
in the leaſt degree an Inftrument of 


Haſtening irs Coming? It is very 
probable, that the Scheme of Providence 
in this Great Event is ſo laid, that the 
only Humane way to accelerate the 


Meeting of the whole World in one 
common Faith, under one Head and 
Saviour, is to look with a compaſſio- 


nate and tender Eye on the Infidel. 


Part of it, and to ſet heartily about 
Bab Ea: che 
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the Work of Converting Heathens to 


the Croſs of Chriſt. For tho God 


may probably, in the Conduct of this 


Scene of Providence relating to the full 


Vocation of the Gentiles, make ſome 
miraculous Diſplays of his Power, for 


the more effectual compleating it; yet 
that he will in a great meaſure act in 
that, as he does in other Branches of 


his Government of the World, by ſe- 


cond and ordinary Cauſes, is a Sup- 
poſition neither incredible nor diſagree- 


able to the conſtant Method of his 


Providence, Think then with your 
ſelves what the Pleaſure may poſſibly 


one Day be, in Reflecting on your 
own Share in ſo glorious, ſo beneficial 


a Work: to Mankind, that when you 


was called upon to promote it, you 


did not decline the Service on any nar- 
row ſelfiſh Principles; but being moved 
with a hearty Zeal. for the Honour of 


your | Bleſſed Saviour, and a tender 


Compaſſion towards your ignorant, en- 


flaved, and conſequently moſt unhappy 
Brethren, you cheerfully put your 
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Hand to the Plough, and, according 
to your” Abilities, contributed ſome- 
thing to open their Eyes, and to turn Acb. xxvi. 


18. 


them from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
the Power of Satan unto God. That 
they, as well as your ſelves, might re- 
ceive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and an Iuberitance 
among thoſe who are Janflifed by Faith 


that is in Chriſt. 

Bleſſed: be God, that ſo many have: 
already appeared, by their liberal Be- 
nefactions, to have this Matter truly at 
Heart; their Names highly deſerve an 
tn Recital here, if the Time 
would permit, or their good Deeds 
were not recorded to much better Ad- 
vantage, in the Annual Accounts of our 


Proceedings. There you will ſee (and, 


doubt not, to your Satisfaction) what 


Succeſs has hitherto attended this good 
Work, and by whoſe Help and gene- 
rous Contributions i it ſtill goes on proſ- 
perouſly, and l: hope will ſhine more and 
more unto the perfect Day; which un- 


doubtedly it will, if all who are able, 
be but as willing, to join in it. And now: 
. cer 


Gs, Te ever, is it a Proper Time 
for us to be thus willing, when we 
cannot (if we reflect at all) but obſerve 
with Shame and Confuſion of Face, 
the Vanity and Folly of truſting in un- 
certain Riches, of laying up Treaſure 
on Earth, and not being rich towards 
God. We have ſeen with Aſtoniſſiment 
enough what this Wiſdom of the World 
at laſt ends in; what Diſappointments, 
what Loſſes, . Shame, what fearful 
Deſolation it has brought on many 
Families, 1 might almoſt ſay on a 
whole Show. nay, even on more 
Nations than one, in a very ſhort 
Time. To how much better Account, 
even in our Worldly Affairs, would it 
in all Probability have turned, il our 
Zeal and our Labours had been em- 
ployed but half as earneſtly in ſuch a 
Work as this now before us, as it was 
lately in heaping up to our ſelves the 
Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. q 
Whilſt therefore our Minds are ten» 
derly affected either with our own, or 
others Loſſes, with the Anguith of what 


is 
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is upon us, and the Feat of what may 
be coming to us, and few perhaps can 
be totally excuſed from ſome Degree 
of the Love of the World during the 
late Frenzy of the Nation; let us take 
this Opportunity of refleRting with our 
ſelves, How much we have been.in the 
Wrong; How little we have conſidered 
what became us as Chriſtians; HoWW? 
juſtly God has puniſhed us by our own 
Folly ; and how much Reaſon we have 
to fin no more after the ſame Manner, 
leaſt a worſe Judgment (and a wore 
we know is abroad in the Earth) hap- 
pen to us: To prevent which fore 
Addition to our preſent Diftreſs, no- 
thing is more likely than a hearty Zeal 
for the Honour of God, and the Good 
of Mankind in general, than remembring 
(in the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour 


himſelf to the Church of E pheſus) fromver.i We.” 


whence we are fallen, and repenting, and 


doing our firſt Work of Love. This may 
fave a Nation, even at the Brink of 


Ruine, which I hope is not our Caſe 
re evil as the L RI are. 
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Whatever therefore we have preſer- 
ved from the common Shipwrack, let 
us devote ſome part of it to Works of 
Charity; and (if, preference may be 
given to any) to th now before us, 
which is of ſo beneficial, ſo extenſive 
a Nature; and which cannot but be a 
Sacrifice ol” our Subſtance, A Service 
of our Souls acc 
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